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WHERE IS BISHOP’'S POND?

Bishop’s Pond lies to the side of Normandy Way in Fordingbridge
and is approached through a gate in the hedge beside the three
houses in Cottage Mews that front on to it.

The area outlined
in red shows the
full extent of the

) Bishop’s Pond
= reserve. Th@

“N Pond itself is i

# the wider sc@uthem

area with a

‘ woodland

% | extension towards

Daklands Close.
Since this aerial

view was taken, a

substantial

: ' amount of the tree

all cover has been
removed in the
interest of health
& safety.

We regret that due to health and safety factors the Pond is only accessible
when we have a working party on site. These are held three times a month
and visitors are always welcome to drop in to find out about the Pond and
our work in supporting and enhancing its wildlife. Working Party dates are
published in ‘The Gate’ and on the board by the Pond.
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WHAT IS BISHOP’S POND?

Bishop's Pond is a smail area of the old Parsonage Park estate
that was left when the estate was sold for development in the
1980s. For many years it had been a farm pond and some local
residents can remember duck shooting there in the 1960s.

However, the Pond has a much longer history. Its story can be
traced back into the 12th century to its beginning as a medieval
fish pond linked to the neighbouring Woodfidley Manor, the
remnants of which are still preserved within the ancient moat in
the next door property. The 1840 tithe map shows that Bishop’s
Pond was at that time one of two
fish ponds but it is not clear
when the other disappeared.

“| Over time, the Manor passed
| through the possession of a
| series of powerful owners,
~ /lincluding Richard de Clare,
I Ralph Lord Stafford and Henry
Duke of Buckingham who in
in Westminster Abbey 1446
passed
the advowsom of the Manor of
Woodfidley to King Henry VI who almost
immediately gave it to the forerunner of
Kings College, Cambridge. In its earlist
days the Pond would have fed the lay
rectors charged with caring for the Parish
Church of St. Mary, Fordingbridge, but | ¢
the College rented the manor out to a| !
succession of farmers who enjoyed the
same benefits as the former lay rectors. Ralph, Lovd StaFord
Eventually, it became just a farm pond.

The arms of Richard de Clare
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In the late 1980s the developers gave it to the District Council
who passed its management to the Town Council. A Friends
Group was formed then which did a lot of splendid work,
including installing a dipping platform, but did not survive. In
2009 a fresh attempt was made to provide care for the Pond
with the formation of Fordingbridge Conservation Volunteer
Action Group which has now (2018) adopted the name ’Friends
of Bishop’s Pond’ to make clearer what we are about.

Kings College, Cambridge

sit in the 1660
Henry, Duke of Buckingham as it was e s

Today, Bishop’s Pond dries out from about the end of April to
the end of October. In recent years this drying-out has become
an increasing feature, to such an extent that it seems we should
now consider the Pond ‘a winterbourne’ . While in many ways
this is disappointing it results from the Pond being groundwater
fed with a dropping water table. It does, however, mean that we
need to appreciate the range of creatures that live in it during
the winter months (of which more later), and must also focus to
a greater degree on enhancing the surrounding landscape to
increase its benefit for insects and other wildlife. The Pond is a
small reserve, a green lung in the middle of Fordingbridge’s
increasingly developed environment and needs to be cherished.

Our current programme

involves three aspects of work

» Maintenance

The grounds have to be
maintained, so much of our
work is rather like gardening
and has to be repeated year on
year if the site is not to become |3
just a wilderness.

« Enrichment

For many years we have been
introducing plants to enhance
the environment offered by the B
site, one of our earliest being
the Wood Anemone. We now
have an increasing colony of
these early spring flowers.

« Research

With both local and wider
expertise — usually freely
given ~ we seek to add to our
knowledge of the Pond.

Qur species list is constantly
growing.
















